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ART. XXIX.--Case of Hydrophobia. By RXCH.~tD LONG, 
M. D., Physician to the Arthurstown Dispensary and 
Fever Hospital. 

~c TO THE EDITORS OF THR DUBLIN JOURNAL OF MEDICAL 

SCIENCE. 

"Arth~stown, 24tit August z I836. 

~c ( ~ E N T L E M E N ,  

" In sending the following case of hydro- 
phobia for publication, I regret it is not in my power to 
offer any remark of practical utility. I t  is merely adding 
another history to the melancholy catalogue of the victims 
to this direful disease. 

"This is the sixth ease that has fallen either under my 
direct care or observation ; my experience, therefore~ of the 
different stages of its course has been more extensive than 
that of many, and afforded me an opportunity of witnessing 
the total inefficiency of any plan of treatment. I have seen 
the same fatal results follow blood-letting, mercurial fric- 
tions, and fumigations, mad the internal use of large dose 
of arsenical solution and nitrate of sih, er. The 'alisma 
plantago,' or great water plaintain, it may be remembered 
was some yem's ago announced as an infallible cure by the 
Russian physicians; of this also I had an opportunity of 
making a full and patient trial, but alas, to no purpose. 

" Some time since it was recommended to immerse the 
sufferer in a warm bath for several hours, keeping the bath 

all the time at an even temperature, but unfortunately the 
most prominent feature of the disease, convulsions, pre- 
cludes the possibility of following this plan. And I am 
convinced, fi'om what I have seen of the result of even an 
attempt at placing the patient in a warm bath, that the 
fatal issue would be aeederated in a ten-fold degree by 
such a proceeding. 
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'~ The Tonquin medicine was formerly highly extolled as 
aremedy ; its composition was, I believe, cinnabar of anti- 
mony, opium, and musk. In reference to this, my practice 
was adopted in the present case ; and certainly its progress 
presents some features decidedly different, not only fi'om 
those I before witnessed, but also, in many respects, from 
any I find on record ; whether this difference can be fairly 
attributable to the modifying influence of the remedy, or 
not, I cannot determine. 

" 1st. There was but little acceleration of pulse or in- 
crease of external heat. 

" 2nd. The mouth was not parched, but on the contrary 
the tongue was soft and flabby, and loaded with mucus. 

" 8rd. The saliva though secreted abundantly, and pre- 
senting the usual fi'otby appearance, was not ejected with 
Spasmodic violence. 

"4th.  The power of swallowing liquids fi'eely was fidly 
restored for several hours befbre death; establishing, by 
the by, a proof that death is not caused by the inability of 
swallowing fluids towards the support of the body, but by 
the specific influence of the morbid poison on the system. 

"5th .  Death did not take place until upwards of sixty 
hours after the first symptom of horror of water; whereas in 
those I before noted, dissolution occurred within forty-eight 
hours. 

" I have the honor to be, Gent/emen, 
"Your  most obedient Servant, 

" RICHARD LONG, M. D." 

MaRY FLYN~, aged 13 years, had been labouring hard at 
the bog making turf, for several days, and complained one 
evening on returning home, of acute pains in the hips and 
loins, shooting with a cramp-like sensation to the lower 
extremities ; these symptoms excited but little notice, being 
attributed to her previous fatigue. In  a few hours those 
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pains subsided, but were succeeded by a sharp pain at the 
pit of the stomach shootin~ quite through to the back, an 
occasional catchil~g of the breath, and a marked dislike or 
inability to swallow fluids. 

August 17th. At this stage I was requested to visit her, 
being about ten hours after first indication of a dislike to 
fluids. 

I found the girl dressed in her ordinary clothes, reclin- 
ing on a bed; she seemed in a state of great excitement, 
talkingincessantly, but in a mannerquite relevant tothe sub- 
ject she spoke on. There was nothing in her countenance 
which would point out any thing being amiss lvith her, save 
an extraordinary, indeed an indescribable expression of the 
eyes; they shone with a glassy lustre, and the leh was much 
suffused with blood. The skin was cool ; pulse small and 
compressible, 84 ; tongue loaded with a white mucus of a 
slight purple tinge. She spoke with ardour of the pleasure 
she would have in drinking quarts of water from such and 
such a well ; yet when it was offered to be procured for her 
she would put it off by some futile excuse or other. 

Had some drink brought to her; and I was then told 
that she had adopted the plan before I came, of getting 
some fluid down without seeing it, by sucking it through 
the hollo~" of a straw. This plan, however, I rejected, as I 
began to suspect what the real nature of the" case was, 
and wished therefore to ascertain clea'rly the effect which 
the sight and taste of the fluid would produce. I shall 
never forget the scene; the start of horror and expression 
of feature were indescribable. The angles of the mouth 
were drawn back as in trismus; the eye-balls protruded ; 
and the sense of suffocation was as prominent as that shewn 
by a person in the last struggles against drowning. 

I t  was now apparent that I had to do with a case of ge- 
nuine hydrophobia; but by the most minute inquiries I 
was unable to ascertain that the patient had been bitten 
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by a rabid animal  All I could find out was, that a 
strange dog, supposed to have been mad, had been killed 
near the house about six weeks before; and that several 
animals, horned cattle and pigs, had died rabid in the 
neighbourhood within the last six months. 

I directed blisters to the nape of the neck and throat, 
and as the Tonquin remedy, composed of cinnabar o'f an- 
timony and musk, had been formerly looked on as a specific 
in this direful disease, I ordered p i l l s  containing musk,  
opium, and calomel, each ingredient in two grain doses ; 
also a warm bath if possible. 

18th. Strong cerebral excitement, tending to delirium, 
continues; horror of fluids as before; bad one convulsive 
fit, requiring much aid to hold her, which lasted nearly 
l~alf an hour, aud was brought on by forcing a spoonful of 
liquid down the throat;  there is now an abundant dis- 
charge of white frothy saliva, it is, however, thrown from 
the mouth without violence; pulse exceedingly small;  
surface of body cold ; both eyes suffused, and swimming in 
a thick purulent discharge; no discharge fi'om bowels or 
kidneys, since the commencement of illness; bath has not 
been used; indeed the girl's friends seem so convinced of 
the inutility of ally means, that I have no great hope of 
inducing them to do any thing further. She knows all 
those about her, and talks in most respects quite rationally, 
bewailing her tZate, and the hardship of dying without 
being sick. Pills to be continued. 

19th. Has had several convulsive fits; pulse gone ; skin 
cold; sight apparently lost; muttering delirium; swallows 
liquids now without difficulty, but is evidently dying. 

20th. Continued alive until mid-day, when she died 
without a struggle. 


